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Abstract

This study deals with the plastic creations that go back to the
civilization of Mesopotamia, and it was titled (The concept of
eternal return in Sumerian sculpture). The research included four
chapters. The first chapter contained the methodological
framework of the research, starting with the problem that ended
with the following question: What are the representations of the
concept of the eternal return in the art of Sumerian sculpture? The
importance of the research is summarized in the attempt to shed
light on the dimensions of the concept of (eternal return) in the
sculptures of the Sumerian era, which constitutes a new reading of
the sculptural texts of Mesopotamia with its historical sequences.
The aim of the research is summarized in identifying the concept
of (eternal return) in the art of Sumerian sculpture. The chapter
also included the limits of the research that were determined
objectively by the sculptural product (relief and cylinder seals),
spatially Mesopotamia, and temporally (3500-2370).BC, as the
researcher defined the terms of the research title that were used in
the theoretical framework and research procedures, while the
second chapter included the theoretical framework and previous
studies of the research, as it included three basic topics, the first of
which dealt with (the concept of eternal return), and the second
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topic came under the title (eternal return in the thought of
Mesopotamia),The third section is titled (The Eternal Return in
the Arts of Mesopotamia), while the third chapter included the
procedural framework that included the research community, as it
included the sculptures of the Sumerian era (reliefs, seals, and
cylinders), and their number reached (25) models. (3) models
were chosen as a sample for the research, and they were chosen
intentionally according to reasons justified by the researcher.To
achieve the research objective, the researcher relied on the
cognitive indicators that resulted from the theoretical framework
as a research tool. The research method is (descriptive analytical)
as 1t 1s the method followed in artistic and aesthetic studies,
followed by an analysis of the research sample models. The fourth
chapter was a presentation of the most important results that the
researcher reached after analyzing the sculptural models that
represented the research sample and in In light of these results, the
researcher reached a number of conclusions, followed by
recommendations that the researcher sees as serving and
developing the artistic production movement in Iraq. Then, the
researcher put forward some proposals to continue the study based
on the new topics raised by the research. In conclusion, the
sources and references that contributed to the theoretical
foundation of the research were presented.

Keywords: Eternal Return, Sumerian Thought, Sumerian
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