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Abstract:

Children's theatre is a genre that places significant emphasis on visual
compositions and their artistic treatment. A prime example of this is shadow
play, which utilizes wooden puppets manipulated by specialized technicians
to create a visual element that harmonizes with the other components of the
performance. This research comprises four chapters; the first outlines the
methodological framework, defining the study's problem through the
following question: 'What are the visual compositions and their
representations in children's theatre performances—specifically shadow
play?"

The research is significant for shedding light on visual configurations—their
structure and embodiment—uwithin children's shadow play performances; it
also serves as a valuable resource for students and practitioners of
theatrical direction in this genre across art colleges, institutes, and artistic
institutions. The research aims to identify visual configurations and their
representations in children's shadow play. Its scope is defined temporally by
the year 2021, spatially by the Syrian Republic (specifically the 'Bab
Haretna" Festival), and thematically by the study of visual configurations and

their representations, using children's shadow play as a case study. The
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second chapter comprises three sections: the first addresses the concept of
visual compositions in theatre; the second examines visual compositions in
children's theatre; and the third explores visual compositions in shadow play
theatre. The third chapter outlines the procedural framework, drawing upon
the research population of festival performances and analyzing a single
sample—*The Princess and the Shadows*. Finally, the fourth chapter

presents a set of findings.
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