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Abstract:

This study explores the visual representations of cultural identity
within the academic artistic productions of students from the
College of Fine Arts, positioning these representations as an
effective pedagogical entry point for fostering visual awareness
rooted in local culture and environment. The research is grounded
in the assumption that cultural identity is not only visually present
in student artworks but also functions as an implicit or explicit
reference in shaping their artistic discourse.

The research problem centered on how these visual
representations can be activated and analyzed through a
pedagogical lens that enhances cultural belonging and stimulates
creative thinking. A qualitative analytical approach was adopted,
focusing on a purposive sample of student artworks from the third
and fourth academic years in the subjects of "Artistic Handicrafts"
and "Free Artistic Experiments." Artworks lacking clear indicators
of cultural identity were excluded to ensure sample validity and
alignment with the research objectives.

Findings revealed that most artworks reflected aspects of the
students' cultural identities through the use of traditional symbols,
local techniques, and themes linked to the environment and
community. These representations varied depending on the
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students' academic experience and cultural awareness. The results
also underscored the significance of art education as a pedagogical
and cultural field capable of cultivating and reinforcing identity
awareness when guided through structured educational
frameworks.

The study concluded that integrating cultural identity concepts
into academic artistic practice contributes to producing an
authentic visual discourse, and that the development of curricula
and pedagogical guidance methods plays a crucial role in
enhancing students’ cultural and artistic competencies. A set of
recommendations and proposals were presented, aiming to
reinforce the presence of cultural identity in educational
institutions through curriculum enrichment and the activation of

cultural dimensions in artistic analysis.
Keywords:Visual Representations, Cultural Identity, Academic
Artistic Production.
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