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Abstract

This study addresses the use of symbols and allusions in
contemporary Iraqi art. It seeks to uncover the nature of the
symbols adopted by Iraqi artists and their intellectual and aesthetic
connotations. The study demonstrates that modern Iraqi art
inherited many symbols from the civilizations of Mesopotamia,
myths, religious beliefs, and popular folklore, and then reframed
them within contemporary frameworks that blend heritage and

modernity.
The study focused on the works of a group of prominent artists,
such as Jawad Saleem, who employed Islamic motifs, crescents,

and Arabic script; Suad Al-Attar, who combined folkloric and
Abbasid symbols with a contemporary awareness; Saleh Al-
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Jumai, who drew inspiration from Assyrian art and ancient
writings; and Faiq Hassan, who employed humanistic and abstract
symbols in his works.

This study includes four chapters. The first chapter explains
the research problem, its importance, and the need for it; the
research objective and limits; and defines the most important
terms included within it. The study also aims to identify how
symbols and allusions are employed in contemporary Iraqi art.
The second chapter dealt with the theoretical framework,
including the beginnings of contemporary Iraqi art, the beginnings
of interest in the art of painting, and the trend toward imitating
nature. The third chapter included the research procedures, the
research community, the research sample, the research tool, and
an analysis of the research sample.

Then, the research results, including:

1 .The use of symbols and signs in contemporary Iraqi art,
particularly in contemporary Iraqi painting, was directed in
various directions, including distorting certain forms of symbols,
simplifying them, abbreviating them, or encoding them, making
them bearers of the greatest possible amount of connotations and
meanings. These symbols and meanings greatly influenced the
taste of the contemporary Iraqi painter.

2 .The contemporary Iraqi painter found a great similarity between
his motivations and struggles and the motivations expressed by
ancient Mesopotamian symbols.

Based on the results, the researcher reached several conclusions,
including:

1 .Iraqi painting intentionally employed symbols and signs in its
paintings due to the beauty of their forms.

2- The contemporary Iraqi artist has resorted to employing
symbols and allusions, influenced by Jawad Saleem's maxim: "A
return to heritage and modernity." A number of recommendations
and suggestions were also mentioned, along with an index of
research sources.

Keywords: employment, symbol, sign, art, contemporary.
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