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Abstract of the research

The current research, entitled “The Characteristics of lllusion and

Non-lllusion in Children’s Theater,” consists of four chapters.
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Chapter One (The Methodological Framework) addressed the
research problem, which was formulated in the following

question;

What are the characteristics of illusion and non-illusion in

children’s theater?

The aim of the research is to identify the characteristics of

illusion and non-illusion in children’s theater.

Chapter Two (The Theoretical Framework) included three

sections.

The first section discussed the psychology of the child,
developmental stages, cognitive growth, and mental and sensory

perception.

The second section examined the theory of illusion and non-

illusion in theatrical performance.

The third section addressed the pleasure of illusion, the
importance of breaking illusion, and its timing in children’s

theater.

The theoretical framework resulted in several indicators,

including:
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1-One of the most important stages a child goes through is the
stage of imagination, especially during the early years of life,
when the child uses their wide imagination to visualize events or

things and invent unreal ideas.

2—-Children easily engage in performances that align with their
world and psychological inclinations, and some of them are able

to distinguish between reality and imagination.

3-The world of childhood constitutes a fertile environment for
illusion, where the horizons of imagination open and the realms
of reality and fantasy blend smoothly. In this context, children’s
theater represents a unique space that allows children to
immerse themselves in diverse worlds and enjoy the pleasure of
illusion, while recognizing the importance of breaking that illusion

at appropriate moments.

Chapter Three (Research Procedures) included the research
population, the research sample, and the analysis of sample
models according to the analysis form. The researcher reached
several results that were presented and discussed in Chapter

Four, including:




2025 Jol gauila | pulyll saall I alaoll do&ing dliad dlag/ Aiex ()58 Alae

1-The play Me and the Clown enhanced the illusionary
atmosphere and the child’s engagement in the performance, as
well as their interaction with characters and events through

expressive songs, lighting, and scenography.

2-The directing stimulated the child’s imagination through the
use of unusual character names (Fadous and Madaous) and by
creating a visual and emotional world for them, which made the

child part of the dramatic narrative in the theatrical performance.

3-The directing ensured the child’s immersion in the virtual world
by directly simulating the atmosphere of electronic games in Me

and the Clown, which allowed the child to live the experience.
As for the conclusions, they include:

1-The performances showed that employing the characteristics
of illusion—such as acting performance, songs, scenography,
and lighting—qgreatly contributed to children’s engagement with

the plays and their interaction with characters and events.

2-The results indicated that using non-illusion through direct
simulation, the comic style employed in the performances, and

the breaking of the fourth wall contributed to enhancing children’s
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critical awareness and preventing them from complete immersion

in the performance.

3-The performances combined illusion and non-illusion and
created a balance between them, which provided the child with a
dual theatrical experience—emotional and intellectual—and a
balance between entertainment and education, effectively

conveying the intended message to the child’s mind.

The research concluded with a list of sources, references,

appendices, and an abstract in English.

Keywords: lllusion_ Non-lllusion _ Children’s Theater.
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