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Abstract 
The present study, entitled “Symbolism in the Art of Islamic Miniatures: 

Mahmoud Farshchian as a Model,” investigates the symbolic structure of 

Islamic miniature art through the works of the Iranian artist Mahmoud 

Farshchian. The research addresses the following question: How is the 

symbolic structure manifested in contemporary Islamic miniatures in the 

works of Mahmoud Farshchian? Accordingly, the study aims to analyze the 

symbolic structure in Mahmoud Farshchian’s works as a model of Islamic 

miniature art. The study consists of four chapters. The first chapter presents 

the methodological framework, including the research problem, its 

significance and rationale, the research objective, and the definition of its 

terminology. The temporal limits of the study extend from 1961 to 2011, 

while its spatial limits are confined to Mahmoud Farshchian’s artistic works 

produced inside and outside Iran. The subject matter is limited to analyzing 

the symbolic structure in his contemporary Islamic miniature works. The 

second chapter presents the theoretical framework and previous studies. It is 

divided into two sections: the first discusses symbols and symbolism in 

human thought and artistic expression, whereas the second addresses Islamic 

art and Islamic miniatures, including the characteristics of Islamic art, Islamic 

miniatures, Mahmoud Farshchian’s artistic experience, and the stylistic 

features of his works. The chapter concludes with a review of previous 

studies and the indicators derived from the theoretical framework. The third 

chapter outlines the research procedures, including the research population of 

(133) artworks by Mahmoud Farshchian, a sample of (20) artworks. 
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