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Abstract
This research examines the sculptural composition of clay plaques from the
Old Babylonian period. It is organized into four chapters. The first chapter
outlines the methodological framework, addressing the research problem—
specifically, the nature of the sculptural composition of these plagues—as
well as the study's significance and rationale. It also defines the scope of
the research (covering the period from 2004 to 1595 BCE) and its
objective: to identify the sculptural composition of clay plaques in the Old
Babylonian era. The chapter concludes with a definition of key terms.
The second chapter comprised two sections constituting the theoretical
framework. The first section addressed sculptural composition—covering
compositional elements (Iine, mass, form, texture, color, and space) and the
principles of artistic composition (balance, contrast, rhythm, dominance,
unity, and harmony). The second section focused on the techniques of
creating ceramic panels and their imagery.
The third chapter outlined the research procedures, including the research
population and the representative sample; the researcher employed a
descriptive—analytical approach to the sample, and the chapter concluded
with an analysis of four selected examples.
The fourth chapter presents a number of results and conclusions. Among
the results are:
1- Potters of the OIld Babylonian period employed the elements and

principles of sculptural composition in a logical, structural manner, resulting
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in beautifully proportioned and harmonious clay plaques—a characteristic

evident across the entire research sample.

Keywords: Sculptural composition, clay tablets, ancient Babylon.
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