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Abstract
This research aims to uncover the symbolic meanings embedded
in the sculptural works of Art Education students and to identify
their intellectual and aesthetic content. Furthermore, it seeks to
determine the nature of the symbols employed by the students
and the extent to which these symbols relate to cultural, social,
and environmental heritage. The research problem stems from
the following question: What symbolic meanings are contained
in the sculptural works of Art Education students? To achieve
these objectives, the researcher adopted a descriptive-analytical
approach, deemed suitable for the nature of the study. A
purposive sample of sculptural works created by Art Education
students was analyzed to reveal the symbolic dimensions within
these works and to examine the nature of the expressive and
aesthetic values they embody.
The theoretical framework addressed the concept of the symbol
as an expressive tool that transcends physical form to convey
deeper meanings and connotations. It also examined the
philosophical and historical roots of the symbol and its evolution
across various art forms, highlighting its significance in the
visual arts and sculpture as a visual medium for conveying ideas
as well as emotional and cultural content. Furthermore, the
framework explored the relationship between the symbol and
artistic creativity, as well as its role in shaping students' cultural
and artistic identities.
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