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Abstract:

This research examines the dialectic of meaning and interpretation in
children's drama performances by studying the interactive relationship
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between the text and the audience. Meaning is not fixed but is shaped through
reading and interpretation; thus, the theoretical framework focuses on the
reader's role in producing meaning, drawing on the theories of (Iser, Jauss,
and Eco), which emphasize the existence of textual gaps filled by the
recipient. This makes reading a creative act parallel to writing. The research
also highlights the importance of children’s theater as an educational tool that
combines enjoyment and knowledge, contributing to the development of the
child's personality and intellectual and imaginative abilities. The research
sample was selected intentionally, focusing on the play (Juha and the Four
Seasons). Descriptive analysis revealed that the text and performance united
in a single discourse that achieved educational objectives through the central
character (Juha) and sensory presentation systems. This enhanced the child's
engagement and interaction with simplified scientific facts. Thus, children's
drama constitutes a space Open to critical interaction, the child becomes an
active participant in the production of meaning.

Keywords: Critical, Meaning, Reading, Show, Children's Drama.
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