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Abstract

The current research, "The Expressive Significance of the
Semiotics of the Female Body in Contemporary lIragi Painting
(According to Greimas's Theory)," examines the expressive
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significance of the female body according to Greimas's theory in
contemporary lIraqi painting during the period Y:YY-Y.Yo,
Therefore, in the first chapter, the researcher sought to clarify the
research problem, which was defined by answering the following
question:"What are the expressive connotations of the semiotics of
the female body in contemporary lragi painting (according to
Greimas' theory)?" Hence the importance of the research and the
need for it, as well as the research objective which was
represented as follows: "To identify the expressive connotations
of the semiotics of the female body in contemporary Iragi painting
(according to Greimas' theory)."The researcher concluded the
aforementioned chapter by defining the terms directly related to
the research title and objectives. The second chapter presented the
theoretical framework and indicators, comprising three sections.
The first section established the conceptual framework of meaning
and expression. The second section provided an introduction to
Greimas's narrative semiotic approach.The third section addressed
contemporary lragi painting, its origins, and its development.
Chapter Three focused on identifying the research population and
the data collection tool used. A purposive sample of four works
was selected, covering the scope of the research, and analyzed
using a descriptive-analytical approach according to the axes of
the analytical tool adopted by the researcher. Chapter Four
presented the research findings.Among them: - The
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contemporary lraqgi artist adopted the expressive connotations of
the female body as an alternative visual language, enabling him to
convey an indirect critical discourse through the use of bodily
gesture, silence, and semantically charged space, which appeared
in all the sample models. This approach contributed to
transforming the female body intoA comprehensive semiotic sign
that encapsulates complex social experiences, granting the artwork
a human dimension that transcends the specificity of the feminist
experience to a broader collective horizon.

The conclusions that emerged from this point demonstrate the
possibility of achieving the research objectives through the tool
designed by the researcher, including the following:'- The
physical gesture has surpassed diagnostic features in producing
meaning, which has enhanced the symbolic and semiotic character
of contemporary Iraqgi visual art, in addition to the role of
formative elements and relationships such as line, color, space,
and movement, etc., in enhancing the expressive significance of
the female body, and not as independent aesthetic elements.

Key words:Significance, semiotics of the female body,
contemporary lraqi painting.
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