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Abstract

This research examines the development of pottery making in
ancient Irag throughout history, as one of the oldest industries
linked to the rise of civilization in Mesopotamia. The research
aims to highlight the historical stages that pottery making went
through, analyze its artistic and technical characteristics, and its
role in meeting the daily and ritual needs of ancient Iragi society.
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The research is based on the historical analytical approach by
tracing the development of manufacturing methods, firing
techniques, and the diversity of pottery shapes and decorations
from the Neolithic period up to the Sumerian, Akkadian,
Babylonian, and Assyrian civilizations, It also highlights the
relationship between the development of pottery and social,
economic and cultural transformations, while demonstrating the
importance of pottery as a key archaeological source in
determining the chronology of ancient civilizations.

The research concludes that the pottery industry in ancient lIraq
was not merely a craft activity, but rather constituted a
civilizational manifestation reflecting the level of technological
progress and artistic taste, and contributed to documenting the
cultural and civilizational history of Mesopotamia.

introduction

Pottery making is one of the oldest and most important industries
practiced by humans in ancient Iraq. It accompanied the
emergence of the first human societies and contributed to meeting
their daily and ritual needs. Pottery formed a rich material record
that reflects the features of civilizational development, Because of
its technical, artistic, and social implications, it has become one of
the most prominent archaeological evidences that researchers rely

on in studying the history of the civilizations of Mesopotamia.
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The pottery industry in ancient Iraq witnessed remarkable
development throughout historical eras, from the Neolithic period
to the Sumerian, Akkadian, Babylonian and Assyrian civilizations,
where manufacturing methods and firing techniques developed,
and shapes and decorations diversified to suit economic, social
and religious transformations, The advancement in the use of
tools, such as the potter's wheel, also contributed to a qualitative
leap in the quality and spread of pottery production. It is necessary
to trace the stages of development of the pottery industry in
ancient lrag throughout historical eras, reveal the characteristics of
each stage, and explain the factors that contributed to this
development, While highlighting the civilizational role of pottery
as an essential element in daily life and an important indicator of
the progress of Mesopotamian society.

This is what the research problem is based on, which is the
question: How did the pottery industry develop in ancient Iraq
throughout the different eras, what factors influenced this
development, and how was this reflected in the civilizational and
cultural aspects of Mesopotamian society?, The importance of the
research is summarized in its scientific significance: this research
contributes to filling the knowledge gaps related to the
development of the pottery industry in ancient Irag, through a
comprehensive study of each historical stage and linking artistic
and technical developments to social, cultural and civilizational
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transformations,It also provides an analytical framework for
understanding the relationship between crafts and Mesopotamian
civilization, and allows for an accurate interpretation of artistic
and pottery symbols and meanings, as well as their historical
significance: the research highlights pottery as one of the most
important material evidence of ancient Iraqi civilization, thus
helping to document its stages of development and the
development of the societies that produced it, Our understanding
of the economic, social, and cultural history of Mesopotamia, and
its cultural and civilizational importance, is enhanced by the
research highlighting the role of pottery in the daily and ritual life
of ancient lragi society, and studying its reflection on cultural
values, customs, and practices, thus contributing to the
appreciation of the civilizational heritage of ancient Iraq and
highlighting the depth of Mesopotamian culture, The practical
importance of this research lies in its potential to serve as a
reference for future archaeological and artistic studies. It
contributes to enriching academic curricula in the study of
traditional arts and crafts, as well as to developing exhibitions and
museums that display ancient Iraqi pottery. The research aims to
reveal the evolution of pottery making in ancient Irag throughout
historical periods, The scope of the research was limited to the
time frame, as the research focuses on the stages of development
of the pottery industry in ancient Iraq, starting from the Neolithic

- VEY -



¥ YA gl3a ] gLl sandl 2l alaoll doang drglad dlag / dlsod Jo-id dle

period, passing through the Sumerian, Akkadian, Babylonian, and
Assyrian periods, with a focus on the artistic and technical
changes that occurred in pottery during these historical stages, The
spatial limitation is that the research is confined to the lands of
ancient lIraq, that is, the Mesopotamian Valley regions, which
include the southern, central, and eastern plains, and which
witnessed the development of ancient Iraqi civilizations, without
expanding to study pottery in neighboring regions outside the
borders of Irag, The objective limit of the research is that it
focuses on the development of the pottery industry from a
technical, artistic, and cultural perspective, studying its forms,
decorations, and production methods, and their relationship to
daily, ritual, and cultural functions, without addressing other
industries or making a comprehensive comparison with
civilizations outside Iraqg except when necessary for clarification,
The second chapter, which deals with the methodological and
theoretical framework, addresses the stages of development of
pottery making in ancient Irag. Following this, the practical
research procedures were defined, and two models were selected:
one from the Ubaid period and the other from the Sumerian
period, due to their relevance to the scope of the research. After
analysis, a number of results were reached, the most important of

which were:
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V. The pottery industry in ancient Irag was not a purely utilitarian
activity, but rather constituted a cultural-religious discourse that
expressed man’s vision of the universe and his relationship with
natural and divine forces. The artistic act in ancient Irag was part
of a ritual system, as pottery was transformed into a magical-
symbolic tool for embodying abstract ideas.

Y. The development of the pottery industry came in parallel with
the development of religious awareness, as pottery moved from
simple functional vessels to symbolic mediums with ritual and
ceremonial dimensions, and there was a noticeable improvement
in the choice of clay and methods of shaping and firing, which
indicates the accumulation of craft experience and the transfer of
knowledge across generations.

Y. Manual shaping and gradual construction techniques
contributed to establishing early aesthetic standards, reflecting an
organizational awareness of form and surface.

¢, That pottery represented a means of symbolic communication
between man and the sacred, and preceded the written text in
performing the function of doctrinal expression, and that the
development of ritual pottery was linked to the emergence of
cities and the organization of religious institutions, especially
temples.

Keywords:Evolution, Pottery.
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